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Community Leadership Day
It has been three years since SJE was able to host a

Community Leadership Day to show off all the great

learning and leadership at Sallie Jones. On March 25, 2022

we had many partners in the community and state join us

for a morning filled with school and classroom tours where

live lessons and student driven learning were highlighted.

Our students demonstrated the 7 Healthy Habits of Leader

in Me through leadership notebooks and classroom

presentations of how they use technology to enhance

their learning each and every day. We were very thankful

for our community members who were able to attend!

Special thanks to Age of Learning for their sponsorship!

SJE Calendars

Buddy Classes
Our primary K-2 grade levels have established “Buddy

Classes” with our intermediate 3-5 grade levels. Prior to an

intermediate student’s first day of FSA testing, the primary

buddies visited their classroom with words of

encouragement, cheers, songs, and/or personal notes.

Some of our primary classes decorated hallways to get our

students feeling positive

about their

upcoming

assessments.

We are

confident that

they are going

to rock the test!

STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The School Board of Charlotte County does not discriminate (including anti-Semitism [as defined in Bylaw 0100]) on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, 

national origin, sex (including sexual orientation, transgender status, or gender identity), recognized disability, pregnancy, marital status, age (except as 

authorized by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or genetic information which are classes protected by State and/or Federal law (collectively, “protected 

classes”) in its programs and activities, including employment. The School Board also ensures equal access for Boy Scouts of America and other identified 

patriotic youth groups, as required by 34 C.F.R. §108 (Boy Scouts Act). (School Board Policy 1122, 3122, 4122)

The District Title IX Coordinators and Equity Compliance Officers for the District are Adrienne McElroy (Director of Human Resources), available at (941) 255-

0808 Ext 3090, Patrick Keegan (Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources and Employee Relations), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3122, and Michael 

Desjardins (Assistant Superintendent for School Support), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3073. The District Section 504 Compliance Officer and ADA 

Coordinator is Rebecca Marazon (Coordinator of Psychological Services), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3071. (School Board Policy 2260) 

Assessment Info
At the beginning of April, our third grade students completed the FSA ELA Assessment. This

assessment marked the beginning of our State testing window, and we are proud of the

determination our students showed while working. We can’t wait to see their results in a few

months. Testing continues through April and May for our intermediate grade levels. As our students

are working hard reviewing the standards they have been learning all year with their teachers, we

would like to share some important tips for you at home. Be sure your child is well rested and that

they have had a healthy breakfast. Remind them that this is simply a time for them to “show what

they know.” Encourage them to use relaxation techniques if needed, and remind them that they

have worked hard all year long and that you are proud of them for giving such great effort. To

know more about State FSA testing, please visit the website FSAssessments.org. It is hard to believe that yet another year is coming to a close. It is bittersweet that we announce

that our Assistant Principal, Rhonda Gosser, is retiring. She has been an asset to CCPS for 30 years

and has called SJE home for the past five. She will be missed by so many staff members and

students who will remember her for her leadership and perseverance through the many

challenges that the pandemic brought to us. We wish her the very best on her well-deserved

retirement and look forward to seeing the many adventures she will embark on.

We are pleased to welcome our new Assistant Principal, Keli Sare, who will join us in July to start

the 2022/23 school year. She returns to Sallie Jones after serving as the Assistant Principal at Deep

Creek Elementary for the past three years. Many of our families will remember her from her many

years at SJE as a classroom and Lead Teacher. We are happy to have her return home!

Retirement



Throughout the school year, Officer Joe has

been conducting D.A.R.E. classes with our fifth

grade students. The D.A.R.E. program envisions

a world in which students everywhere are

empowered to respect others and choose to

lead lives free from violence, substance abuse,

and other dangerous behaviors. This is an

invaluable set of skills for our students to learn

as they prepare to graduate from elementary

school. We are thankful for the

partnership with Officer Joe

and the Punta Gorda Police

Department to be able to

Provide our students with this

training. If you are the parent

or guardian of a fifth

grader who has completed

the D.A.R.E. program,

please mark your calendar

to attend the D.A.R.E. graduation

event taking place on May 23

at 9:00 am in the SJE cafeteria.

i-Ready
Did you know that SJE utilizes other i-Ready

curriculum resources in our classrooms in addition

to the computer-based component? All of our

students in grades K-5 use workbooks known as

MAFS (math). These workbooks are grade level

resources that present standards our students

are learning in a way that allows them to think

deeper and begin applying what they have

learned. These materials are organized to move

students from modeled instruction that the

teacher leads; to guided practice with teacher

and peer support; and then to independent

practice in which your child has the opportunity

to show what they have learned. Another

resource that many of our teachers utilize is an

online component known as the Tool Box that

gives them access to above-level as well as

below-level resources. This allows our teachers to

support students not only on standards that their

current grade level expects, but to be able to

remediate deficit areas or provide enrichment in

areas in which students are excelling.

Art
Fourth Grade Art Club is well underway with third grade closing out before spring break and fifth

grade running through the end of the year!  Our fifth graders enjoyed visiting the AP Art Show on 

Tuesday, April 5.  How fun it was to see our SJE alum hard at work assembling their art portfolios 

before submission for college credit!

Our students enjoyed their trip to the Zimsculpt stone sculpture exhibit at Peace River Gardens. 

In art all grades have been spring boarding from that into a sculpture project! First graders are 

SUPER excited about their field trip to watch “Pout Pout Fish” and we are creatively constructing 

projects with that theme in art also. Our Sallie Jones artists were featured at the April 12th school 

board meeting at the Murdock County Office on Education Way. We are also gearing up for 

our Elementary Art Exhibit at the Visual Arts Center in Punta Gorda (across from Fisherman’s 

Village) which runs May 7-13 on May 14, a reception will be held in honor of those families who 

have an exhibitor. Keep a lookout for invitations that will be going home soon. All are welcome 

to attend in support of their friends (May 7-13 especially) as the show features all ten of our CCPS 

elementary schools in addition to Babcock Neighborhood School! We are usually able to 

include around 100 of our SJE artists.

The winners of the “Keep Charlotte Beautiful” Calendar contest have not yet been announced. 

KCB, Kids Tag Art, and Art Club were all a big hit on our Community Leadership Day. Chorus and 

music class/clubs were also represented. Pictured are Emma (3rd), Enzo (2nd), and Vinny (5th) with 

our booth discussing their calendar, tag, or “Every Day Counts” attendance poster awareness 

contest wins.  Also pictured are Lillian Seyler and Daysia Daniels with their music display. We are 

so proud of how our students demonstrated the 8 habits and our ROAR expectations with our 

visitors!  Way to go artists! 

The Visual Arts Center will be hosting Art Camps this summer. Please contact the VAC at 210 

Maud St., Punta Gorda, FL 33950 at (941) 639-8810 or email info@visualartcenter.org for more 

information.  There will an exciting theater camp at the Charlotte Performing Arts Center hosted 

by the Charlotte Players June 6-17. Their contact number is 941-255-1022.

DARE

STEAM Night

This year’s STEAM night

was a huge success 

with lots of hands on 

Activities for students.

What does STEAM

stand for?

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math

Officer Joe Beautification
Have you noticed our beautiful garden beds

in the front of our school? Our community

partners at the Home Depot in Punta Gorda

and Cope’s Landscaping were on-site to

beautify the BIG rectangular planter at the

front of our school! The transformation is

amazing! Thank you to these community

partners and the SJE staff members who

came out to get the planter bed ready!


